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REDFLAG
The

Tories, the bosses and their sys-
tem. 

These ideas are a threat to the Es-
tablishment because they embody
the aspirations of millions of people
for a radical break with the status
quo.

The campaign to leave the EU was
led by people who want us to blame
immigrants for the problems caused
by cuts and the failure of the market
to provide enough homes and jobs.
Jeremy Corbyn’s call for new politics
to counter the racism and austerity of
the Establishment politicians can be
a positive alternative.

If the rebels really cared about
working class people, they would be
concentrating their efforts on attack-
ing the Tory government. If they re-
ally cared about the disaster of the
referendum, they would be fighting
the surge of racism and preparing to
resist the assault by Michael Gove or

THE COUP has failed. Jeremy
Corbyn has resisted a vi-
cious attempt to morally

blackmail him into resigning and
open the way to a right-wing
counter-revolution in the Labour
Party - a return to austerity-lite and
anti-immigration policies.

The Labour rebels will now have to
challenge Corbyn and hundreds of
thousands of members in a leader-
ship contest, once they stop squab-
bling amongst themselves and agree
a candidate.

This is not about Jeremy Corbyn’s
leadership. This is a rebellion against
the ideas he represents:

an end to austerity•
an end to participation in wars•
and occupations 
for public control of services •
the redistribution of wealth•
from rich to poor 
refusing to blame migrant work-•
ers for the havoc wreaked by the

Theresa May on labour rights and
protective regulations, on a new aus-
terity budget to pay for Brexit.

Instead, they refused to vote
against the welfare Bill, which
plunged disabled people into further
poverty. Most of them voted for
Britain’s wars in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Libya and Syria. Now, they want to
sabotage the fightback by dividing
and splitting our forces, instead of
taking advantage of the turmoil in
the Tory party.

Their record speaks for itself. It is a
record of putting the interest of the
British Establishment, the ruling
class that controls all the fundamen-
tal economic levers in society, ahead
of the interests of working class peo-
ple. This is a revolt by the agents of
the Establishment, the defenders of
the failed politics of the past inside
the Labour Party, against the mem-
bers. cont. p3
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JOINA HANDFUL of disloyal members are
using their privilege as MPs to launch a
coup against Jeremy Corbyn. This coup
demonstrates the plotters’ contempt for
democracy and the wishes of the
250,000 people who elected Jeremy as
leader nine months ago. Deputy leader
Tom Watson barely waited to get the
Glastonbury mud off his boots before
adding his knife to Jeremy’s back.
The vote to leave the European Union

has been used by the plotters as a pre-
text to launch a premeditated attempt
to oust Corbyn and reverse the mem-
bership’s vote to endorse an anti-auster-
ity, anti-war, internationalist policy for
the Labour Party.
The EU has many genuine defects –

it’s imposition of austerity on Greece, its
undemocratic institutions should not
be ignored. Corbyn was right to stand
100 per cent for Remain whilst at the
same time criticising the EU. He took
this working class-oriented campaign
across the country and was right to re-
ject collaboration with the Tories, to re-
ject pandering to the racist right on
immigration and to demand an EU
wide struggle to improve the conditions
of working class people.

Corbyn led a campaign that saw two
thirds of Labour voters side with Re-
main. But many of the leading rebels
were responsible for their constituen-
cies voting Leave by large majorities. If
anyone should resign for failing to get
the Labour vote out, it should be them.

The actions of the rebels are sabotag-
ing the most urgent task facing the en-
tire labour movement – to unite in
action against the consequences of
Brexit: a harsh ‘Brexit budget’ to pay for
it, the rise of UKIP’s influence and a
normalisation of racist intimidation
and violence against migrants and
refugees.

A new Tory leader will be in place by
October. The Labour party should be
preparing to lead the labour movement
in a fight against the clear and present
dangers we face. Instead we have been
plunged into civil war by an unaccount-
able clique of right wing MPs and their
bag carriers in the party bureaucracy
and local government.
These irresponsible MPs would rather

destroy the Labour Party and sabotage
the opposition to the Tories than accept
that they are out of touch with the views
of the membership.

But they can and must be stopped.
The key fact is their mortal fear of the
party and trade union membership.  

For all their talk about Corbyn being
‘out of touch’, the plotters know it is they
who have no support in the party, let
alone in the wider labour movement.
This is the moment for decisive ac-

tion. All party members should bom-
bard the party HQ and their MPs
voicing their opposition to this coup.
We need to organise meetings of all
members and supporters to plan our re-
sponse.

Because this isn’t just about defend-
ing Jeremy’s leadership. For the hun-
dreds of thousands who elected him
and the millions more who respect his
integrity and principles, this is about
defending the policies which he was
elected to lead the party on in 2015.
The right want to triangulate between

Nigel Farage and the Tories over immi-
gration. They don’t want to stop privati-
sation in the NHS. They want Britain to
participate in Nato’s wars and occupa-
tions. They don’t want to stand up for
migrants and those who rely on the
safety net of the welfare state.
The new members of the shadow cab-

inet should immediately tour the coun-
try, speaking at mass meetings of
Labour supporters and voters to discuss
the radical alternative that the Labour
Party should offer.

Whether or not there is a leadership
contest, the Labour Conference in Liv-
erpool should move to launch a cam-
paign with the unions to defeat the
oncoming Tory offensive and reverse all
the cuts.

We need to be ready for the Tories to
call a general election and be prepared
to confront a UKIP offensive in those
areas neglected by Labour governments
and cuts imposed by Labour councils.

By then let us have a PLP that is a
principled, disciplined and willing ser-
vant of a democratic party – and not its
arrogant master.

AGAINST AUSTERITY
100% opposition to Tory austerity. No cuts

to welfare, services, jobs or pay.
End cruel benefits sanctions – stop forc-

ing disabled people to work.
Tax the rich, not the poor: raise taxes on

business and the wealthy. Clamp down on
tax avoidance.

A PLANNED ECONOMY
Take over the banks and financial institu-

tions without compensation. Merge the
banks into a single state-owned investment
bank under direct democratic control of the
working class majority.

Jobs for all. For a massive programme of
investment to create socially useful, sustain-
able jobs. End precarious working – make
casual contracts permanent, including ap-
prenticeships.

Share the work. Cut the hours to a maxi-
mum 30 hour working week and reduce the
retirement age to 60 for all.

Promote a planned shift to sustainable
energy.

Nationalise the top monopolies under
workers control and without compensation.
This to include the great food, water, energy,
transport, infrastructure, pharmaceutical,
manufacturing, property, retail, technology
and telecoms conglomerates.

Draw up a socialist economic plan

through mass direct democracy, matching
production and distribution to popular need
not private greed.

Cancel the national debt to the private
bondholders and refuse to submit to black-
mail from international financial institutions.

END EXPLOITATION
Raise the minimum wage to £10 an hour,

for all, regardless of age.
Work or full pay. Benefits for the unem-

ployed and pensions for the retired at the
level of minimum wage or final salary,
whichever is higher. Pensions to be nation-
alised and guaranteed.

End the pay freeze. Peg wages to a peo-
ple’s cost of living index.

PUBLIC SERVICES 
Build and improve publicly owned social

housing all over Britain, freezing rents, guar-
anteeing tenancies, stopping the sell-off of
estates.

A National Education Service from cradle
to grave, free at the point of delivery. Bring
all schools and nurseries under public own-
ership under control of parents, teachers
and pupils.

Massive investment in health including
mental health services.

Scrap student fees and loan schemes. A
living grant for all.

End PFI/PPP and renationalise privatised
services. Restore local democracy: end the
cap on local authority spending.

DEMOCRACY
Abolish anti-trade union laws. Employ-

ment protection from day one.
Votes at 16.
Nationalise the media, guarantee right to

reply, launch new mass media under dem-
ocratic control of the labour movement.

Abolish the Monarchy, the House of
Lords, the Privy Council.

For a single chamber, elected by propor-
tional representation.

Self-determination for Scotland and
Wales, including the right to separate from
the UK if a majority choose it.

NO TO OPPRESSION
No to racism in all its forms, to Islamopho-

bia, anti-Semitism and national chauvinism.
No to sexism, complete equality for

women, equal pay now.
No to oppression and discrimination

against lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
der people.

Free abortion on demand.
24-hour free childcare facilities for all.
No to discrimination on grounds of disabil-

ity. Abolish Work Capability Assessment, re-
instate all benefits.

INTERNATIONALISM
Cancel Trident.
Britain out of NATO.
Welcome refugees and migrants. Yes to

freedom of movement, no to immigration
controls.

No more imperialist wars. Britain out of

NATO. Troops out of Afghanistan, Eastern
Europe, Ireland and all overseas postings.

Don’t bomb Syria – no to British wars.
Solidarity with Syrians and Kurds fighting
ISIS and Assad.

Stop backing Israel, its occupations and
wars. Boycott Israel and support Palestinian
self-determination and the return of Pales-
tinian refugees.

Break ties with the far right Ukrainian gov-
ernment.

Not a penny or a person for the defence
of the billionaires’ system. Not a standing
army loyal to the establishment, but a de-
fence force of the working class majority.

No to the undemocratic institutions of the
EU. No to a British nationalist walkout – for
a United Socialist States of Europe.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT
We can revive the Labour Party and the

trade unions, recruiting the young and the
old, the working and the unemployed, the
casual workers, women, black and Asian
people, migrant workers, LGBT people, the
skilled and unskilled, the manual and the of-
fice workers.

End the bans on socialists and the purge
of new members. Restore the right of local
Labour Parties to select and if necessary de-
select their local and parliamentary candi-
dates.

Full policy-making powers to be in the
hands of the membership, not the MPs or
grandees.

Labour MPs to be under the democratic
control of the party’s membership, not the
other way round.

For a democratic and socialist constitution
for Labour that sets public ownership and

socialism as our goals.
For workplace Labour Party branches

and mass Labour women’s, BME, LGBT
and youth organisations.

Labour councils should refuse to carry out
Tory cuts and rally nationwide resistance in-
cluding coordinated strike action against un-
democratic Tory disqualifications and any
attempted imposition of commissioners.

All Labour and union officials to be subject
to regular re-election and to the right of the
members to recall them, and to be paid the
average wage of the workers they represent.

For cross-union and cross-industrial com-
mittees of workers that can take action even
against the wishes of union officials where
necessary.

Workers of all countries, unite – build  an
international union of revolutionary socialist
parties.

REVOLUTION
A left-wing Labour government should not

accept the sabotage of the rich, but should
be a workers’ government and take power
out of the hands of the unelected civil ser-
vants, CEOs, security chiefs and generals.

We need a mass party committed to rev-
olution, which will mean the forcible dispos-
session of the ruling class through direct
action from below, breaking up their un-
elected apparatus of coercion, taking power
into the hands of workers’ councils and a
working class defence force.

Today hundreds of thousands of people
are changing British politics. Soon millions
can change Britain. All together, we can
bring down the Tories and open the road to
a working class government and a social
revolution.

The Tories have got away with too lit-
tle opposition for too long. A Labour
Party infused with its new members’
spirit of resistance and desire for a
radically different alternative, can
start to oppose the Tories’ welfare
cuts, NHS privatisation, their wars
and missiles, their anti-immigrant
racism.

The Tories and big business will
resist every step of the way. The bil-
lionaires who control the media, the
banks and the tax-dodging corpora-
tions will protect their profits every
inch of the way, and will not play by
the rules. 

That is why we need to go further
and campaign for a socialist society,
a society without a rich ruling class
concentrating ownership, control and
power in their own hands. That will
mean a mass movement of millions
of people taking action from below,
fighting to stop the Tories, fighting to
take power out of the hands of the
millionaires and into the hands of the
millions.

If you agree, now is the time to
join. There is a role for you, your pas-
sion and your skills. Help strengthen
the party. Help us fight for a socialist
society. Labour’s old pro-war, pro-
business rumps have their own pres-
sure groups, like ‘Progress’ and
‘Labour First’. So socialists also need
to organise too.

That is where Red Flag comes in.
Get active in Labour and become a
Red Flag supporter, fighting to create
a workers’ party that can be the
champion and organiser of revolu-
tionary change in society.

KD TAIT
REDFLAGONLINE.ORG/JOIN

CONTACT@REDFLAGONLINE.ORG

07879200493
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Join Labour to defeat the rebellion

The action of the 179 rebels ranks alongside
previous acts of betrayal in Labour’s history;
the Gang of Four split in 1981 and Ramsay
MacDonald’s destruction of the Labour gov-
ernment in 1931. They should remember that
the labour movement is not quick to forget or
forgive treason. They should ask themselves
why it is the billionaire media and the Tory
leaders who cheer them on.

Democracy
This is a revolt by the agents of the Establish-
ment, the defenders of the failed politics of
the past inside the Labour Party, against the
members.
The answer to MPs who think they simply

overrule the membership, is to use the
democracy of the party against them.  
The PLP rebels have arrogantly brushed

aside both the Party’s policies and its rules.
At a GC meeting of her Southwark con-
stituency Harriet Harman, former interim
leader, came up with a priceless remark that
sums up her caste’s contempt for democracy:

“You don’t have the right to lead just be-
cause you have been elected.”

Elsewhere, Dan Jarvis MP has written:
“As a Labour MP I’m not a delegate for my

local party, I’ve been elected to Parliament by
my constituents to stand up for them and
make sure their voice is heard in Parliament,”

But he wasn’t elected primarily due to his

individual qualities, people voted for the
Labour rosette on his lapel; for the policies of
the Labour Party. 

He appeals to the voters but conveniently
for him they are a “silent majority” allowing
him to claim to speak on their behalf.. 

On the other hand a party made up of hun-
dreds of thousands of members, can use its
democratic structures to make the majority
views of its members known.

Jarvis is making absolutely clear that what-
ever the membership votes for he will do ex-
actly what he wants. All members who have
demonstrated this aristocratic attitude to the
members need to be told that we choose
them to represent the policy of the party, as
decided by the members. If they don’t like
that, they are free not to be MPs.

Who do you answer to
They want a party that is ‘respectable’ - in the
eyes of Murdoch and the City billionaires, be-
cause it has ‘sensible’ economic policies, those
approved of by the Financial Times.
They want a party that is ‘responsible’ in the

eyes of the army, the spy chiefs and the war-
mongering leaders of the United States and
the European Union.
The rebels are bitterly divided, but they are

united by a common goal: to secure a Labour
Party and a leader who are responsible to the
financial and political elite, to the capitalist
ruling class of this country.  Tony Blair got
them used to the idea that Labour was a third
party for this class, totally loyal to it. Many of
today’s MPs joined the Commons as part of
this “Project”.

Corbyn’s election was a huge shock to
them; a reminder that the party was still
rooted in the trade unions, in working class
communities, in young people inspired by
radical and socialist ideas. 

It reminded them that Labour has two op-
posed characters – and the one that had been
suppressed for decades, reduced to a tiny mi-
nority in the PLP - could re-emerge , and has
just done so in sufficient force to challenge
and topple the Blair Project. 
The Labour Party elite in parliament, and

their allies in the councils and their staffs,
would rather split and destroy the Labour
Party than see it become a voice and a vehicle
for those without a voice, withoutf a political
weapon to resist exploitation and oppression.

Fight to win 
The aggression of the PLP rebels is is not a
sign of strength - it reveals their weakness
and their fear of losing control. If they lose
control of the party, and alienate the unions,
they will lose their utility to the British ruling
class, and the social and economic privileges
that come with it.
They know this is a political fight to the

death, and are acting accordingly by dispens-
ing with the rules and trampling the party’s
democracy into the mud.

This time, the struggle will be harder. The
right wing are prepared, the majority will
unite around one candidate, and the media
will escalate its attacks on Corbyn and the
members. 

Our priority is not to expend our efforts
winning over the weak and hesitant middle

ground in the Party bodies. Projecting a de-
fensive and pacifist message would come at
the cost of winning the young, the angry,
those who never came to branch meetings to
hear tedious reports from the MP or the
councillors.

More demonstrations and outpouring of
support are needed to help Jeremy and his al-
lies in parliament stick to their guns. 

If Momentum is able to provide a lead in
mobilising huge mass meetings across the
country to communicate Labour’s anti-aus-
terity, anti-racist message, as it did in 2015,
the right can be routed again, this time deci-
sively. Like last time too, we need huge pres-
sure from grassroots union members to
ensure their leaders continue to back Corbyn
to the hilt.

But this time we should recognise there is
little chance of the PLP submitting to a re-
newed mandate when Jeremy wins. They will
continue to rebel and sabotage the Party.
Widespread reports in the media that they
are investigating how to seize the party name,
reveal that they are preparing to split, and
condemn us to at least five more years of Tory
rule. Calls for ‘Party unity’ by people prepar-
ing to split is naked hypocrisy. They picked
this fight; we must finish it by definitively
changing the policies of the party, and its rep-
resentatives. 

Now is the time for all socialists, all pro-
gressive people, all those who want a genuine
political alternative, to join Labour to defeat
the rebellion, and then to open the road to a
new kind of party which can make revolu-
tionary change a reality

10,000 people turned up at 24 hours’ notice to support Jeremy Corbyn at the 27 June meeting of the Parliamentary
Labour Party which John McDonnell described as being like a “lynch mob without a rope”. 

continued from page 1
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By Richard Brenner

BREXIT: 
A SETBACK

FOR THE
WORKING

CLASS
The narrow majority in the British

referendum for leaving the Euro-
pean Union is a severe setback for

the progressive, socialist, and labour
movement in Britain and across Europe. 

First and foremost, this is a blow to the
political awareness and class consciousness
of millions of British workers, especially in
the former industrial areas that were run-
down by Thatcher and her successors, both
Tory and New Labour.  The large majori-
ties for Brexit were plainly linked to the
false belief that it was the competition
from foreign migrant workers that had led
to insecure jobs and low wages for “native”
workers, long waiting lists for council
housing and pressure on hospitals and GP
surgeries. 

Although these lies had been well pre-
pared over decades by the Mail, the Sun
and the Express, their “validation” by a
popular vote is a major step backwards. It
has already led to outbursts of hate crime
and public expressions of anti-migrant
racism in the streets and in the workplaces.
It opens the way to the development of
Ukip’s racist populism and could revive vi-
olence by the tiny fascist groups. At the
very least it could end their isolation.
The result opens the way to preventing

workers from Europe seeking employment
in Britain and British workers working in
other European countries, a historically
progressive tendency which, in the long

run, fosters international understanding
and solidarity.

It also ensures an even more more right
wing prime minister by the time of the
Conservative Party conference in October.
A Tory government, implementing Brexit,
will do all in its power to restrict immigra-
tion. This will affect not only workers from
Eastern Europe but refugees fleeing wars in
the Middle East and Africa for which
Britain shares enormous responsibility. 
They will also attempt to remove rights

won by British and EU workers that are en-
shrined in various EU laws and regula-
tions. At the same time, they will try to
speed up the effective privatisation of edu-
cation and the health service.  

At least two years of bruising negotia-
tions with the commission and the mem-
ber states will deter investment and
exacerbate the risk of recession, catalysing
underlying trends towards crisis and stag-
nation. This will hit workers and the poor
who have scarcely recovered from the last
one. Indeed, there is now a greater risk of
the collapse of the EU and its dissolution
into a fragmented landscape of competing
and uncoordinated political and economic
entities. A fragmented European economy
with increased rivalry between its states
would increase the possibility of conflict
and eventually war.  

Overall, Brexit is yet another factor dis-
organising efforts to integrate the Euro-

pean labour movement into a common
framework for action. It is not just Europe
that could face disintegration but the
United Kingdom as well. It reopens the
likelihood of a new independence referen-
dum in Scotland and makes the fragmen-
tation of the the British working class
movement more likely. It threatens the re-
erection of border controls between North-
ern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, a
blow to the large, oppressed nationalist mi-
nority that never wished to be included in
Britain. 
The referendum result is also a heavy

blow to the young people of Britain. On
top of temporary and low paid jobs, the
lack of any serious possibility of buying a
house and education fees that turn stu-
dents into lifetime debtors, the result adds
insult to injury by threatening the right of
young people to travel and work freely in
Europe, further reducing their prospects
and impoverishing their culture. 
The immediate impact of the vote ex-

posed two key claims of the vote leave
camp as outright lies. First, plunges in the
stock exchanges, with $1.1 trillion dollars
wiped off the value of shares worldwide
and sterling plummeting to its lowest level
since 1985, indicated that warnings of the
economic impact of Brexit were not simply
scaremongering, as Gove and Johnson
claimed. The UK’s credit rating was down-
graded to negative; foreign-owned banks
in the City of London have begun drawing
up plans to move offices and operations out
of London and into EU member state. This
threatens the livelihoods of tens of thou-
sands of back office, IT, secretarial, HR,
marketing and cleaning staff. It ill behoves
those on the left to rejoice over this, think-
ing it simply hits the bankers and finan-
ciers. As always, capital can move, but for
workers this is far more difficult, especially
if the free movement of labour is abolished.  
There can be little doubt that this will

have a powerful negative effect on govern-
ment finances, or that a Tory government
later this year will impose still more
swingeing austerity and downsizing of
public services.

In the longer run, the disruption of the
international links of production and ex-
change, forged over 40 years, by the re-
erection of border controls and the
imposition of tariffs, will have profound ef-
fects in worsening capitalism's crises and
stagnation which, without workers' inter-
national unity, will have grave conse-
quences.     
The second lie exposed is the illusion of

sovereignty, or what the Vote Leave cam-
paign bewitchingly called “taking back
control”. In fact, late in the history of capi-
talism, no nation state is independent or
sovereign, all are interdependent and inter-
twined. World economy is an independent
and overarching global reality, as the tur-
moil after the result showed. The financial,
share and bond markets can impose their
will on any sovereign state, Britain in-



Racist attacks jumped 57 per cent in the days after the result
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ness and coordination of the working class.
The failure of international capital to free
itself and transcend the limits of the nation
state is a crippling weakness of the bour-
geois class. 

Trotsky, commenting on the prospect of
European unification even under German
hegemony during the First World War
wrote:

“Would [the slogan of the European
working class] be the dissolution of the
forced European coalition and the return
of all peoples under the roof of isolated na-
tional states? Or the restoration of “au-
tonomous” tariffs, “national” currencies,
“national” social legislation, and so forth?
Certainly not. The programme of the Eu-
ropean revolutionary movement would
then be: The destruction of the compulsory
anti-democratic form of the coalition, with
the preservation and furtherance of its
foundations, in the form of compete anni-
hilation of tariff barriers, the unification of
legislation, above all of labour laws and so
on.” In other words, the answer to unde-
mocratic institutions is not to welcome the
breakup of integrated supranational
economies, but to fight for the working
class to come to the head of the process of
political and economic unification via a
European Constituent Assembly and a So-
cialist United States of Europe. 

Whilst big capital favours globalisation,
it cannot free itself from the ideology of the

nation state without risking political defeat
at the hands of opportunist politicians like
Johnson and Gove who are willing to ap-
peal to nationalist rhetoric for immediate
political advantage. Across the world today,
reactionary populist firebrands, like Don-
ald Trump, are upsetting the discredited es-
tablishment elites. It is the mass of the lower
middle classes, small, domestically-ori-
ented business owners. who can provide a
mass base in society for the dissemination
of crude nationalist and xenophobic ideas
that run counter to the development of the
international economy. The decades long
campaign to get Britain to leave the EU sys-
tematically appealed to such ideas and mo-
bilised them to attack Labour’s working
class base in its northern heartlands. 

The political aftermath
The vote has thrown the United Kingdom
itself, and both its principal political par-
ties, into a profound crisis. David Cameron
has resigned as leader of the Tory party, ef-
fective by October, by which time the To-
ries will have chosen a new prime minister,
probably Michael Gove or Theresa May.
Cameron has announced that he will not
invoke Article 50 of the EU treaty, which
would commence Britain’s exit from the
EU. He is leaving that to the new prime
minister. In this way, alternative routes that
Britain might take to exit from the EU, in-
cluding its negotiating stance, are to be de-
cided by the Tory party alone, not by the
British people. 

It is clear that hardcore Brexiteers will
argue for a strategy that would help to
break up the EU itself, possibly by refrain-
ing from serving notice under Article 50 al-
together. Instead, they might advocate
breaking EU laws, thus compelling the EU
to expel Britain. This would exacerbate di-
visions between the member states and
provide a rallying call to nationalist dema-
gogues in other member states. The
tabloids would daily ramp up the chauvinist
hysteria  against Germany or France and
the populist UKIP and its fascist hangers on
would doubtless call for the expulsion of all
migrant workers and EU citizens.

Others, perhaps around George Osborne
or Ruth Davidson, will argue that Britain go
for the “Norwegian route”, retaining all of
the obligations and most of the benefits of
EU membership. The fact is that the EU
leaders, despite the German Chancellor,
Angela Merkel’s, softly softly approach, are
preparing to play hard ball with the UK in
the negotiations. All the key EU organisa-
tions are scheduled to meet to plan their re-
action, without UK representation, within
the next few weeks. They are calling for the
Article 50 process to be invoked immedi-
ately and they want to make it clear there
will be no renegotiation of treaty rights. 
The reason for this is obvious: despite the

deliberate spreading of complacent propa-
ganda by Vote Leave, the fact is that the EU
must act decisively to discourage other
states from following Britain's example.
They want to create a united EU response,

and, freed from British objections, proceed
down the route of further European inte-
gration, before the populist forces can effect
a Frexit, a Nexit, or an Ital-out. The idea, as
repeated by Vote Leave representatives like
the Ukip Welsh Assembly member, Neil
Hamilton, that Britain will simply negotiate
a tariff-free deal with the EU is completely
absurd. 

Even as David Cameron was issuing his
resignation speech, the Labour right
launched their long prepared coup against
Jeremy Corbyn. The Parliamentary Labour
Party’s vote of no confidence, which has no
constitutional status in party rules as a
means of changing the leader, aimed to
rally Labour MPs around the demand that
he should resign so that a new leadership
election could be held, probably without his
name on the ballot paper. The whole labour
movement must now rally in defence of
Corbyn to defeat the rebellion which aims
at stymieing any possibility of a revival of
socialist or left reformist policies within the
Labour Party. 

Corbyn was clear that he supported a Re-
main vote from the outset. He rightly re-
fused to go along with the Tory-led
campaign and its pro-business arguments.
Instead, he defended migration uncondi-
tionally and warned of the effect that a
Brexit would have on jobs and employment
rights. By contrast, his opponents in the
Labour Party, like Harriet Harman and
Sadiq Khan, appeared alongside Cameron,
playing into Vote Leave’s hands by proving
that they were, indeed, just another part of
the political establishment. Worse still, Tom
Watson and Ed Balls issued late appeals for
Europe to reduce the rights of freedom of
movement in a cack-handed and self de-
feating adaptation to the xenophobic prop-
aganda of Vote Leave and UKIP.
Unsurprisingly, this backfired; if you con-
cede that immigration is a problem, then
why should voters not vote for the outcome
that will most severely limit it?
The Labour left now need to go onto the

offensive, defeat the right wing attempted
coup, assert that the right of the members
to elect the leader is sacrosanct and end the
long delay since Corbyn’s election last Sep-
tember and launch a coordinated cam-
paigned to change the policies and people
representing Labour. 

Scotland and Northern Ireland
The outcome of the referendum is an ab-
solute gift to the SNP. Despite opposition to
leaving the EU, they could not conceal their
delight as one English region after another
voted to leave. The overwhelming vote in
Scotland to remain in the EU clearly poses,
once again, the question of a referendum
on Scottish independence. 
The referendum result is a profound ma-

terial change in the situation and, given the
wishes of the Scottish people, they have a
right to a fresh vote, unhindered in any way.
In any vote, however, Labour should make
no concessions to Scottish nationalism.
Scottish withdrawal from the United King-

cluded. 
Some socialists who fought for Lexit, par-

ticularly the Socialist Party and the Socialist
Workers Party, claim that Britain’s exit and
even the breaking up of the EU must be a
good thing because the banks and the
bosses are strongly against it. As Trotsky
once said, just putting a minus where the
capitalists put a plus would make every
idiot a master of strategy.  In fact, socialists
do not demand that large companies be
broken up into small ones, because this
would be a step backward, losing jobs and
access to goods and services, raising prices
etc. Instead, we call for socialisation of the
giant corporations, the merging of all of
them so that there can be democratic plan-
ning for human need. If the capitalists have
lowered or abolished borders, why should
we seek to re-raise or strengthen them? This
can lead only to economic regression,
greater suffering for workers and the poor
and more unemployment. 
The breakup or disintegration of the EU

into isolated capitalist states would be a step
backwards for the international working
class. The progressive impulse in the EU
was not its political institutions but the un-
derlying processes of economic integration
that give rise to them. The expansion and
integration of commerce and industry
across borders, on a regional and global
scale, raises humanity's productivity, cul-
ture and, above all, the international aware-
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dom would be no more progressive than
the UK’s withdrawal from the EU and for
exactly the same reasons. The belief, ped-
dled by some who consider themselves rev-
olutionaries, that the Scots are more
socialist and would settle with capitalism,
or at least rebuild a welfare capitalism
quicker, if they were free of the English and
the Welsh, is just national vanity. 
This time, however, Labour must eschew

any pact with the Tories, any joint cam-
paigning, and instead campaign not on the
basis of British nationalism, but on the
basis of a united all-Britain fight against
austerity, against Trident, against the poi-
son of nationalism, which divides one
group of workers against another, for mi-
grants’ rights and against the cynicism of
the SNP, who pose to the left of centre
whilst seeking to divide and break up
working class organisations along national
lines. Just as defence of the NHS has been
a key issue of the EU referendum, it must
become one in any fresh Scottish referen-
dum: Labour must point out that the NHS
exists across the UK and must be defended
through all-Britain political and industrial
action. This will create a clear differentia-
tion between the SNP and the resurgent
Scottish Tories. 

However, there is clearly a strong likeli-
hood that, in a fresh Scottish referendum, a
majority of the Scottish people might vote
to leave the UK in order to remain within
the EU. If they do, their right to withdraw
must be recognised immediately. 
The Northern Ireland minister, Theresa

Villiers, was a vocal supporter of Vote
Leave. She repeatedly lied about the effect
that a Brexit vote would have on the border
between Northern Ireland and the Republic
and on the Good Friday agreement. Citi-
zens of the Irish Republic have always been
free to travel to the UK and this will con-
tinue, however, the border between the Re-
public and the Six Counties will now
become Britain’s border with the EU. Given
the reactionary focus on controlling migra-
tion, it is impossible to imagine that a Brexit
British regime would allow Eastern Euro-
pean and other migrant workers to migrate
freely into the UK through the land border
with the Republic. Strict border controls
will follow, in violation of the Good Friday
Agreement. 

A majority of the citizens of Northern
Ireland voted to remain in the EU. Sinn
Fein is exploiting this fact by calling for an
all-Ireland referendum on a united Ireland,
hoping to divide the Unionist monolith and
capture the support of pro-Remain Protes-
tants. Socialists support the call for an all-
Ireland referendum and a united Ireland,
ending the undemocratic partition and the
Unionist political veto on Irish national self
determination.

Defend migrants and free movement
The status of EU migrants currently living
in the UK is unlikely to change anytime
soon but, under a Brexit regime, there is a
severe risk of much tighter immigration
controls with all the misery that implies.
More immediately, as enraged supporters of
Vote Leave slowly realise that migration and
the presence of foreign workers are not sud-
denly going to end, there is surely a risk that
they will be inflamed by even more sinister
forces who will argue for direct action. The
building of a mass antiracist movement,
based on the labour movement, young peo-
ple, and the migrant communities, is there-
fore a pressing necessity. In the event of
violence, organised self defence will have to
be one component of the labour move-
ment’s response. The anti-Corbyn plotters
in the Labour Party will doubtless seek to
utilise anti-migrant rhetoric, too. The de-
fence of freedom and Jeremy Corbyn’s ro-
bust pro-migration stance will be central to
defeating them.

Political challenges
There has been much talk of the referen-
dum being a sign of a ‘post factual’ politics,
one in which outright lies and irrational
slogans can secure mass support and be re-
peated a million times a day all across the
country. There is nothing new about this
phenomenon: it was common in the 19th
and the first half of the 20th century and it
can be seen in civil wars and national con-
flicts all over the world today. It is populist
demagogy, the inflammation of base and ir-
rational fears and the diversion of mass
movements, via sometimes impossible to
realise demands, towards a specific reac-
tionary goal. The fact that a mass move-
ment has been built in such a way in Britain
today is a sign that we have moved into a

new and dangerous period of politics in Eu-
rope and, as Donald Trump’s candidacy
shows, around the world. 
The centre cannot hold, when the centre

has so manifestly failed. The crisis of 2008
led to a great recession and the neoliberal
globalist consensus utterly failed to over-
come it or set the world on the road to a
new and sustainable recovery. Therefore,
new forces emerge; far rightists in Austria,
Hungary and Sweden, right wing dema-
gogues in the Netherlands, Italy, France and
now Britain. But there is also hope, as the
decay of the centre also gives rise to new
mass movements on the left, including in
the British Labour Party and elsewhere.

In Mediterranean Europe, where the cri-
sis was much sharper over the last five
years, there have been attempts on the left
of the political spectrum to build new po-
litical parties or coalitions pledged to reject-
ing austerity, notably Syriza, in Greece, the
Left Bloc in Portugal and Podemos in
Spain. In Britain, a fight to create an instru-
ment for fighting austerity opened up last
year around Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership
campaign. This is a struggle that now has to
be repeated, given the right wing attempt to
unseat him. 

In all these countries, it is plain that the
new left wing initiatives will run into severe
problems if they stop half way, if they seek
compromises with the old “social liberal”
forces who took over the Socialist, Social
Democratic and Labour parties in the 1990s
and early 2000s. However, Left populism,
left Labourism, Neo-Keynesianism, cannot
find viable answers to the severity of the cri-
sis afflicting global capitalism. At the same
time, standing aside in sectarian isolation,
waiting for such projects to fail, will prove
completely useless. Instead, it is vital that
revolutionary socialists join the struggle

against the right, advocating a struggle to
impose governments pledged to rejecting
austerity and, at the same time, mobilising
workers to defend themselves against the
vicious resistance of the system.

Who can unite Europe?
Across Europe, the austerity continues.

The resistance of the French workers over
the past months, with millions on the street
defying brutal attack by the police force
armed by the Socialist president with a State
of Emergency, shows what workers can do
if they fight. They have already resisted the
neoliberal, de-regulation policies long im-
plemented in Britain and copied by the EU
authorities.  Greek workers, too, between
2009 and 2015, waged repeated general
strikes and mass demonstrations. In Spain
and Portugal, youth occupied the squares.
If these struggles were not so often isolated
and left with no organised solidarity across
the continent, there would be more victo-
ries and less brutal defeats like that in
Greece.

For this, the socialist left needs to concen-
trate its forces instead of fruitlessly and dan-
gerously adapting to nationalist divisions as
the Left Exit camp did. We need  a union of
working class parties around a consistent
socialist programme, one that can open the
fight for a Socialist United States of Europe,
which can bring an end to economic de-
cline, inequality, austerity, racism and the
threat of a  new Cold War turning into one
that can incinerate Europe. 

Such a state could open its borders wide
to refugees and to all those who wish to
work here. But it could also help fellow
workers and poor farmers in Africa, the
Middle East and beyond to massively im-
prove their infrastructure, housing and
modern workplaces so that they are not
forced to risk losing their lives attempting
to get into Europe.
The fact that a large majority of young

people voted against the hatred of migrants
and ignorant Europhobia should give us
hope, as should the shock and dismay of
many people at the result. The forces exist
in large numbers for a fight back against a
Brexit government and the misery it will
try to impose. 
These struggles will wake up many who

were duped  by the tabloids and the pop-
ulist demagogues, providing there is a se-
rious socialist force, a socialist Labour
Party, leading the working class on a pro-
gramme for a political and economic rev-
olution to enable ordinary people to
exercise power over every area of social,
political and economic life



Support the teachers’ strike 
to defend education
By Jeremy Dewar 
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students’ education. No wonder
there is a teacher recruitment and
retention crisis.

“Enough is enough,” as NUT act-
ing General Secretary Kevin Court-
ney says, “The effects on children’s
education are also real and damag-
ing.”

All together
The NUT should be commended in
taking this action and supported by
every parent and worker in the land.
The union also plans further action
in September and the autumn.

It is a shame therefore that the
other teaching unions and the sup-
port unions, Unison, Unite and the
GMB, are not joining in. Many
school staff will of course either join
the NUT – which they can do for
just £1 for the day – or refuse to
cross picket lines. But this is no sub-
stitute to widening the dispute.

Rather than allowing the dispute
to drag on for months, we urge all
school unions to ballot now, join the
strike and threaten all-out indefinite
action until the demands are met.

The turnout in the NUT ballot
was only 25 per cent. While this is

Teachers have delivered an
overwhelming mandate to
strike – by 92 per cent –

across England and Wales on Tues-
day 5 July.

The underlying causes of the dis-
pute are the biggest cut in funding
per pupil since the 1970s, the col-
lapse of national collective bargain-
ing on terms and conditions due to
academies and unbearable work-
loads.

In addition the new funding for-
mula has diverted money from
schools in Labour-dominated inner-
city schools to those in the Tory-
held shires. In Lambeth for example
this has led to a further 19 per cent
cut.

Another change to the rules has
burdened schools by forcing them to
find a further 5 per cent from their
wage bill to fund pensions and Na-
tional Insurance contributions, pre-
viously shouldered by central
government.

No wonder schools are increas-
ingly using non-qualified and non-
specialist teachers to take classes,
while vacancies go unfilled for
months on end, all at the expense of

undoubtedly partly the result of the
Tories’ refusal to allow modern,
electronic voting methods or work-
place balloting, both proposed by
the TUC, it also exposes a weakness
in the union’s grassroots organisa-
tion, which must be strengthened if
future strike votes are not to fall foul
of the latest anti-union Act.

The boycotts of the ridiculous and
cruel tests of children as young as
five by parents earlier this year, and
the public outcry at the threat by
Education Secretary Nicky Morgan
to force all schools to become acad-
emies (forcing her to temporarily
withdraw the proposal) prove that
families would support such action.

So too would Jeremy Corbyn’s
proposals for a National Education
Service from the cradle to old age
prove popular, as the rapid rise of
academies turns more and more
communities against privatisation of
the state education system.
▪ All out on 5 July!
▪ Call on the other unions to

join in the action!
▪ Return all academies and

free schools to democratic local au-
thority control!

The boycotts of the
ridiculous and cruel tests
of children as young as
five by parents earlier this
year, and the public out-
cry at the threat by 
Education Secretary
Nicky Morgan to force all
schools to become 
academies prove that
families would support
action
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jected such calls, declaring that free
movement was an opportunity, rather
than a “problem” or a fear:

“Too many voices in this debate are
only playing that old trick, the blame
game. And when politicians play the
blame game, it’s usually because they
have nothing serious to offer them-
selves,” Corbyn said in a speech in
Yorkshire.

“Now they want to use people’s real
concerns about the impact of EU mi-
gration to turn the campaign into a
referendum on immigration.

“The Conservative governments of
Thatcher and Major scrapped finan-
cial regulations that would have pre-
vented the banking crash and Labour
failed to re-regulate, so blame our
own governments, don’t blame the
EU or immigrants.”

He concluded:
“It was those same governments of

the 1980s and early ’90s that deregu-
lated the labour market so that zero
hours contracts could flourish and
the share of wealth going to workers
fell off a cliff. It is unscrupulous em-
ployers and politicians who have al-
lowed temporary contracts, agency
and enforced part-time working and
bogus self-employment to mush-
room. So blame the politicians, who
opened the door to rampant job inse-
curity.”

John McDonnell tackled the same
question:

“The vast bulk of the evidence
demonstrates that migrants pay more
into the economy than they take
out… Austerity is to blame. We must-
n’t let the Tories use immigration as a
smokescreen for the cuts in public ex-
penditure that they’ve introduced as
austerity.”

Hope not fear
Both Jeremy and John have been ad-

IN THE LAST weeks of the Ref-
erendum campaign the Brexit
campaigners, led by Nigel Farage

and Boris Johnson, decided to play
their ace – the widespread fears about
immigration. With the mass reader-
ship of the right-wing Tory tabloids
going into overdrive, administering
their daily of horror stories about mi-
grants, no one should have been sur-
prised it had a major effect.
The old saying, “A lie can travel half

way round the world before the truth
has got its boots on” can rarely have
been more apt.

Against the Sun with its 12.4 mil-
lion readers, the Daily Mail, with 9.5
million, the Daily Express 2.7 million
and the Star 2.7 million – the Mirror’s
9 million circulation was no match.
The right wing Labour MPs, who

passionately hate Jeremy Corbyn,
were vocal on the issue throughout
the campaign. John Mann sneered
that, “senior Labour figures are
openly admitting defeat on this issue
– are finally admitting that uncon-
trolled migration is a problem”. 

But who were these “senior” Labour
Figures? Well, the Deputy Leader of
the party Tom Watson – now de-
manding Jeremy resigns – was one:

“I think what we have to reassure
people of is that if they vote Remain
on Thursday 23 June, that isn’t the
end of the reform package for Eu-
rope,” he said. “I think a future Eu-
rope will have to look at the free
movement of labour rules.”

Former shadow chancellor Ed Balls
– who lost his West Yorkshire seat at
the 2015 general election, reportedly
because of to a swing to Ukip – wrote
in the Daily Mirror: “We need to press
Europe to restore proper borders, and
put new controls on economic migra-
tion.”

Jeremy Corbyn has however re-

dressing the genuine problems lying
behind the media and populist-in-
duced phobias: low wages, insecure
jobs, slashed social services, long
waiting lists for council houses sold-
off, under Blair as well as Thatcher.
They have pointed out the invaluable
work done by migrants, from the
health service to the building trades,
where governments and employers
for decades have failed to train suffi-
cient young people to do these jobs.

And they have advanced some of
the answers: a decent living wage for
all workers; a massive social house
building programme; and a call for
these to be applied across Europe, so
there is no question of employers hir-
ing underpaid labour to undercut
their own workforces. They have em-
phasized the need for strong trade
unions to defend workers, both native
and migrant equally.
The old industrial areas, whose

mines, steel mills and car factories
were closed down under Thatcher,
need a major plan of investment in
infrastructure, job creation, education
and training to banish the blight of
the 1980s and ’90s.

But to do as Balls, Watson and
many other PLP rebels suggest, and
adopt an anti-migration policy, as the
Labour Party did in the 1960s and
again under Blair, would be a disaster.
It cannot outbid Farage on racism. It
can only lose voters – and Labour
seats – to him and his scum.

It is to the credit of millions of party
supporters – more Labour voters sup-
ported Remain than any other party’s
– that they did not fall for the racist
lies in the referendum campaign.

Labour has to stick with its present
leaders’ rejection of the racist card
that is one of the central issues in the
battle with the right for the soul of the
party.
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